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Name

The Midnight Ride

Literary Elements . Setting and Theme

Directions Read the article. Then answer the questions below.

1.

Patrick Henry was one of the many
interesting characters in the American
Revolution. He provided us with one of
the great sayings in American history As
a young man, he tried and failed at being
a farmer and shopkeeper. He eventually
educated himself and became a lawyer.
Patrick Henry became a famous activist
in the fight against British control of the

When and where did Patrick Henry live?

colonies. He spoke out against English rule
early and often. He urged fellow colonists
to revolt. He challenged the British over
their restrictions upon American liberty. In
1775, at a meeting of colonial leaders, he
spoke his most famous line: “I know not
what course others may take, but as for
me, give me liberty or give me death.” This
was the theme of his adult life.

~

. How do you know Patrick Henry was outspoken?

3.

How did Patrick Henry feel about British rule of the colonies?

. Why do you think Patrick Henry said, “Give me liberty or give me death”?

Srhool”

I Home Activity Your child read a short passage and answered questions about setting and theme. Discuss

On a separate sheet of paper, describe something you feel so strongly about that you would

say something like what Patrick Henry said.

= Home the setting of one of your child’s favorite places. Ask your child: What does it look like? What do you see

there?
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Name

Author’s Purpose

The Midnight Ride

e The author’s purpose is the reason or reasons the author has for writing.
¢ An author may write to persuade, to inform, to entertain, or to express feelings and ideas.

Directions Read the passage. Then fill in the chart below and answer the questions.

No one is exactly sure who fired

the first shot of the American
Revolution. When the British army
arrived in Lexington, about seventy
militiamen met them. The British were
there to disarm the colonists, but the
colonists were ready. The two sides stood
face-to-face. After some yelling back and
forth, a shot was fired. A battle followed.

Author’s Purpose

When it was over, eight colonists were
dead. Later, both sides blamed ike other
for firing first, but many claimed they
had no idea who started shooting first.
Still others said the first shot came from
behind a hedge or from inside a tavern.
The truth is, with all the confusion, we
may never know who fired “the shot
heard ’round the world.”

How You Know

3. If the author wished to use this same story to entertain, what could be done differently?

4. Was the author successful in achieving his or her purpose in this passage?

5. On a separate sheet of paper, rewrite the paragraph with a different purpose, such as
persuading, entertaining, or expressing an idea.

e”s‘magl Home Activity Your child analyzed the author’s purpose in a historical account. Show your child an
= Mome example of historical nonfiction and an example of historical fiction. Ask your child to explain the different
s = purposes the authors had in the two examples.
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o

i Family Times

Summary )

The Midnight Ride of Paul Revere

Revolutionary war hero Paul Revere warned
the colonists of an advancing attack by the
British army. Revere rode his horse through
the night warning every village and town.
The colonists, prepared by Revere’s warning,
defeated the British forces.

Activity

Household Poetics With a family
member, write a short poem describing
something you do every day, like eating
lunch or walking to school. Try to make the
poem as exciting as possible.

Comprehension Skill ) ~

Author’'s Purpose Activity
The author’s purpose is the reason Travel Plans Think of some places you
or reasons the author has for writing. One really want to visit. Then pick a place you

purpose is to persuade. When authors write ~ want to go more than all the others. Write

to persuade, they try to convince readers to  a paragraph explaining why the place you

agree with their opinion. want to visit is the perfect choice. Explain
what you would want to do there and why
other people would have a great time too. J

-
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Words to Know

Knowing the meanings of these words is
important to reading The Midnight Ride of
Puaul Revere. Practice using these words.

Vocabulary Words

fate what becomes of someone or
something

fearless without fear; afraid of nothing;
brave; daring

glimmer a faint, unsteady light
lingers stays on; goes slowly, as if
unwilling to leave

magnified caused something to look
larger than it actually is

somber having deep shadows; dark;
gloomy

steed a horse, especially a riding horse

N

Practice Tested Spelling Words )

.

combinations so they all agree.
U J

CElE )

Subject-Verb Agreement

Subject-verb agreement occurs
when the correct singular or plural verb is
used to match the singular or plural noun
or pronoun in the subject. Singular nouns
and pronouns take singular verbs. Plural
nouns and pronouns take plural verbs. For
example: Jenny wants to go to Philadelphia.
Her parents want to go to Boston instead.
“Jenny” is singular, so it takes the singular
“wants,” but “her parents” is plural, so it
takes the plural “want.”

Activity

Mix ‘n” Match With a family member,
take a piece of paper and divide it into
twelve squares. On six of the squares,
write six different subjects (nouns). Make
some plural, like cats, and some singular,
like dog. On the other six squares, write
six different verbs that agree with the
nouns. Then mix up the squares, and
match the subjects and verbs in different

DVDe100 Family Times

Copyright © Pearson Education, Inc., or its affiliates. All Rights Reserved. 5




image3.png
© Pearson Education, Inc., 5

Name The Midnight Ride

%

Vocabulary

Directions Choose the word from the box that best completes each sentence. Write the word on
the line.

1. a high-spirited horse

Check the Words
2. made something look larger You Know
__fate
3. not afraid __fearless
—_ glimrner
4. a faint, unsteady light —_lingers
—_magnified
5. dark or gloomy —_somlber

___steed

Directions Choose a word from the box that best matches each clue.
Write the word on the line.

Some have fought for freedom in a 6. and inspiring way.
The founding fathers 7. this kind of commitment when they
fought against the British and, some would say, 8. itself.
The 9. of hope they felt eventuzlly became reality when

they defeated the English king’s forces. That dedication to the fight for freedom

10. , remaining in all Americans to this day.

Write a Conversation

On a separate sheet of paper, write a short conversation between two members of the colonial
army in 1775. Use as many vocabulary words as you can.

f.\'s Home Activity Your child identified and used vocabulary words from the poem The Midnight Ride of Paul
School X h . ; e o
2 Mome Revere. With your child, look up information about Paul Revere and his activities as a colonist in the 1700s.

Discuss the information, using as many vocabulary words as possible.
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Vocabulary - Inflected Endings -s, -ed, -ing

_nflected endings -s, -ed, and -fng are attached to the end of a word to create a new
word with a new meaning. If you are unsure about the meaning of a word with an inflected

ending, check the dictionary.

Directions Read the following passage about the colonists. Then write the words from the

passage that have the inflected ending.

~
S ometimes your life may seem more leisurely than driving a car, but it
complicated, but in fact it meay be was still faster than walking.
simple compared to a colonist’s life. For Walking outside the settlement left
example, in the 1700s the car had not been a person open to such dangers as wild
invented. Instead of depending on cars animals. Since there were no sidewalks
for swift travel, people rode borses to get or streetlights outside of town, it was best
where they needed to go—a very slow not to linger but to come home quickly.
method of transportation. The pace weas Horses gave colonists an extra measure
of safety.
/
1. -s
2. -ed
3. -ing

Directions Write the following words with inflected endings -s, -ed, and -ing. Then write a

sentence using one of the three new words.

4. depend

© Pearson Education, Inc., 5

5. compare

fs’éﬁsilg Home Activity Your child reviewed the inflected endings -s, -ed, and -ing. Together, make a list of words

+ Home "
using those words.

from a book or a magazine article that contain these endings. Then help your child write new sentences
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Name

Author’s Purpose

The Midnight Ride

e The author’s purpose is the reason or reasons the author has for writing.
¢ An author may write to persuade, to inform, to entertain, or to express feelings and ideas.

Directions Read the passage. Then answer the questions below.

1. What is the author’s purpose in this passage?

n 1773, American colonists held the

Boston Tea Party, raiding three British
ships in Boston Harbor. They dumped
more than three hundred crates of British
tea into the water. They were protesting
England’s taxes on the American
colonies. Eight months earlier, the British
government had created a tax on all tea
shipped from England to America. The

colonists were forious. On the night of
December 16, 1773, approximately one
hundred colonists led by Samuel Adams
stormed the British ships waiting to
unload their tea. By dumping all the tea
into the harbor, the colonists let the king
know that they would not stand for his
high taxation.

2. What happened as a result of the English tax on tea in the American colonies?

3. List some facts you learned about the Boston Tea Party in this passage.

4. What words or phrases does the author use to show how upset the colonists were with the

English taxes?

5. In your opinion, is the author’s purpose achieved? Why or why not?

Home Activity Your child analyzed the author’s purpose in a passage about the Boston Tea Party. Ask your
e’&&\!ﬂ; child to describe an event that happened at school. After he or she has finished, ask your child to explain
School . g o : '
+ Home the purpose in describing the event. Was it to inform, persuade, entertain, express himself or herself, or a
combination?
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